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Environmental Justice Technical 
Report 
Introduction 

 

Background and Overview 

Background 
Government Code § 65302 requires the City to adopt an Environmental Justice Element for the 
General Plan. This report provides a review of existing conditions for the environmental justice 
context in Monterey Park. 

Government Code § 65040.12 empowers the California Office of Planning and Research to adopt 
regulations implementing environmental justice programs. The Government Code defines 
“environmental justice” as “the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of people of all races, 
cultures and incomes, and national origins, with respect to the development, adoption, 
implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.” It includes the 
following: availability of a healthy environment for all people; deterrence, reduction, and 
elimination of pollution burdens for populations and communities experiencing the adverse effects 
of that pollution, so that the effects of the pollution are not disproportionately borne by those 
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populations and communities; implementing technical assistance to populations and communities 
most impacted by pollution to promote their meaningful participation in all phases of the 
environmental and land use decision-making process; the meaningful consideration of 
recommendations from populations and communities most impacted by pollution into 
environmental and land use decisions.  

Defining Disadvantaged Communities 
Government Code § 65302 requires the City to identify disadvantaged communities within its 
planning area. Should a disadvantaged community exist, the City must adopt an environmental 
justice element or integrate related environmental justice goals, policies, and objectives into other 
elements of the general plan. Health and Safety Code § 39711 requires the California Environmental 
Protection Agency to identify disadvantaged communities based upon geographic, socioeconomic, 
public health, and environmental hazard criteria. They may include, without limitation, areas 
disproportionately affected by environmental pollution and other hazards that can lead to negative 
public health effects, exposure, or environmental degradation; and areas with concentrations of 
people that are of low income, high unemployment, low levels of homeownership, high rent 
burden, sensitive populations, or low levels of educational attainment.  

To fulfill this statutory obligation, the California Environmental Protection Agency uses 
CalEnviroScreen to identify disadvantaged communities throughout California. CalEnviroScreen uses 
a variety of statewide indicators to characterize pollution burden (the average of exposures and 
environmental effects) and population characteristics (the average of sensitive populations and 
socioeconomic factors). The model scores each of the indicators using percentiles and combines the 
scores to determine a CalEnviroScreen score for a given census tract relative to others in the state. A 
list of indicators included in CalEnviroScreen is shown in Figure 1 and the calculation formula is 
shown in Figure 2.  



Introduction 

 
Environmental Justice Technical Report 3 

Figure 1 CalEnviroScreen Indicators 

 
Source: OEHHA2017 



Introduction 

 
Environmental Justice Technical Report 4 

Figure 2 CalEnviroScreen Formula 

 
Source: OEHHA 2017 

Designated disadvantaged communities are those communities that scored within the highest 25 
percent of census tracts across California (CalEnviroScreen percentile scores of 75 or higher), in 
addition to other parameters relating to income status.  

CalEnviroScreen Results for Monterey Park 

The City of Monterey Park is composed of the following fifteen census tracts (Figure 3): 

1. Tract 6037530400  

2. Tract 6037481711  

3. Tract 6037481712 

4. Tract 6037481713 

5. Tract 6037481714  

6. Tract 6037482001  

7. Tract 6037482002  

8. Tract 6037482101 

9. Tract 6037482102 

10. Tract 6037482201 

11. Tract 6037482202  

12. Tract 6037482600  

13. Tract 6037482701  

14. Tract 6037482702  

15. Tract 6037482800 

There is an additional census tract that is associated with the City’s sphere of influence. This census 
tract is not considered a disadvantaged community and has not been evaluated further in this 
report.  
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Figure 3 Census Tracts in Monterey Park 

 

The figure below depicts CalEnviroScreen percentile scores for each of the fifteen census tracts in 
Monterey Park. As evident from the figure, there is one designated Disadvantaged Community 
(DAC) within the City. This disadvantaged community has been identified as Census Tract 
6037530400 which includes East Los Angeles College. This DAC is located along the southwestern 
edge of the City boundaries adjacent to the community of East Los Angeles and is shaded orange in 
Figure 1. The census tract boundaries extend outside of City limits. Census Tract 6037530400 has an 
overall CalEnviroScreen score percentile of 85, scoring significantly higher than the disadvantaged 
community qualifying threshold percentile of 75.  

The remainder of the census tracts within Monterey Park are not considered disadvantaged. These 
non-DAC communities have CalEnviroScreen percentile scores ranging from the 20th percentile to 
the 70th percentile. There is a notable trend in the layout of the percentile scores across the City, 
which indicates that the northern portion of Monterey Park is less impacted by pollution burden 
and population vulnerabilities than the communities located in the southern portion of the City. 
One exception to this trend is Census Tract 6037482101, which is in the northern portion of 
Monterey Park, shaded light orange in Figure 4, and has a CalEnviroScreen score percentile of 62.  
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Figure 4 CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Percentile Scores  

 
Source: AFFH Data Viewer, 2021 

Table 1 (below) displays the CalEnviroScreen score percentile range for each census tract in the City. 
In addition, the table presents the Pollution Burden and Population Characteristic scores for the 
associated tracts. The Pollution Burden score includes exposure indicators based on measurements 
of different types of pollution that people may come into contact with, and environmental effects 
indicators based on the locations of toxic chemicals in or near communities. The Population 
Characteristic score includes sensitive population indicators that measure the number of people in a 
community who may be more severely affected by pollution because of their age, health and 
socioeconomic factors causing them to be more sensitive to pollution’s effects. 

There are number of census tracts within the City that have a significant pollution burden 
percentile. These census tracts include Census Tract 6037482001, Census Tract 6037482600, and 
Census Tract 6037482800. The elevated pollution burden scores indicate that these census tracts 
have significant exposure to environmental pollution. However, this does not indicate these 
communities are disproportionately disadvantaged. A detailed assessment of pollution exposure 
based on census tract is included within the report. 
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Table 1 CalEnviroScreen Comprehensive Score Overview 

Census Tract Overall Score Percentile Range Pollution Burden Percentile 
Population 

Characteristics Percentile 

6037530400  85 89 71 

6037481711 44 37 46 

6037481712 43 63 31 

6037481713 30 38 27 

6037481714 53 43 55 

6037482001 48 90 23 

6037482002 56 73 42 

6037482101 62 53 62 

6037482102 62 53 62 

6037482201 48 39 50 

6037482202 51 47 49 

6037482600 60 76 44 

6037482701 61 77 45 

6037482702 41 41 40 

6037482800 64 86 43 

 Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2021 
 Darker shading denotes higher CalEnviroScreen Scores 

Local Practices and Plans 
To achieve the goals of environmental justice, the City must assess practices such as meaningful 
community engagement and plans which can protect against environmental burdens and address 
inequitable distributions of resources. This section identifies the ways the City of Monterey Park 
implements the goals of environmental justice through local programs, practices, and plans.  

Community Engagement 

The City promotes community engagement by maintaining a calendar of public meetings and other 
municipal events on its website, posting documents related to City affairs on its website and 
providing opportunities for public comment on City decision making. The City informs the 
community about opportunities for engagement in the Cascades Newspaper, a monthly multi-
lingual newsletter that features municipal, educational, and regional government events and 
activities for the Monterey Park community in English, Spanish, and Chinese Traditional. The 
Cascades Newspaper’s primary mission is to publish official City of Monterey governmental 
information.  

To further support community relations, the Monterey Park Police Department founded the 
Community Engagement Bureau. The Bureau is a unit that focused on establishing and maintaining 
collaborative relationships with the residential and business communities in the City. The Bureau 
consists of community service officers that work to create an effective link between the community 
and the police. By sponsoring community programs, the Bureau aims to achieve the primary goal of 
enhancing the community’s quality of life, crime prevention, and crime suppression education. 
These programs include: 
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 Business Watch: An educational crime prevention program for all Monterey Park 
businesses. 

 Community Engagement Sessions: A crime prevention program enlisting the active 
participation of residents to help reduce crime in the community. 

 Monterey Park Citizen’s Patrol: A team of volunteers who support law enforcement efforts 
by reporting suspicious activity and carrying out other administratively assigned law 
enforcement duties. 

 Explorer Post Number 300: A program that provides youth between the age of 14 and 21 
the opportunity to learn leadership skills, responsibility, discipline, and strengthen self-
esteem. Police explorers have the opportunity to perform non-hazardous duties such as: 
Ride-Along, traffic control, evidence collection and serve at community events. 

 Citizens Academy: An 11-week course designed to provide Monterey Park residents with an 
interactive, hands-on, comprehensive overview of the Monterey Park Police Department. 

Water Quality 

The public water system in Monterey Park is operated by the Monterey Park Public Works 
Department. The Water Division operates and maintains infrastructure for delivering potable tap 
water to residential customers, businesses, and others in Los Angeles County.  

Monterey Park’s water supply comes from production wells located outside the City limits. These 
wells are in the Main San Gabriel Groundwater Basin. In addition, the City purchases water from San 
Gabriel Valley Water Company (SGVWC), which also pumps groundwater from the Main San Gabriel 
Groundwater Basin.  

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Monterey Park Water Division regularly monitors 
water quality pursuant to applicable standards established by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency and the California Department of Health Services. The City annually prepares a 
water quality report, which is available on the City website. Monterey Park residents can also 
contact the Water Division for drinking water reports. Potable water supplied to customers in the 
City meets or exceeds all State and Federal standards for water quality (City of Monterey Park 
2020).  

Air Quality  

Monterey Park is located within the South Coast Air Basin (Basin), a geographic region, which 
includes the western portions of Riverside and San Bernardino Counties, the southern two-thirds of 
Los Angeles County, and all of Orange County. The air basin covers 6,729 square miles, is home to 
more than 40 percent of California’s population, and is the largest metropolitan region in the state. 
The Basin, due to its physical landscape and climatological influences, combined with daily pollutant 
emissions, experience some of the worst air quality conditions in the nation. Responsibility for the 
control and oversight of emissions lies with the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD) and the California Air Resources Board.  

The Basin is a “non-attainment” area for ambient air quality standards for ozone, carbon monoxide, 
and fine particulate matter. In Monterey Park, air quality problems result from emissions from both 
local and regional sources. The primary air pollution source is vehicle emissions from cars and trucks 
using City streets and the surrounding freeways. The 2001 General Plan includes policies with the 
goal of improving air quality for future generations of Monterey Park by focusing on decreasing 
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vehicle emissions. The policies include identifying necessary zoning regulation revisions to 
encourage electric vehicles and supporting the development of high-density housing near 
commercial service centers (City of Monterey Park, 2001). Additionally, the City has identified the 
following priorities to help reduce the generation of air pollutants in the City, according to the City’s 
webpage (City of Monterey Park, 2021):  

 Continue to expand the operation of the City-owned Spirit Bus Line, including the addition 
of a downtown loop route to promote “park once and shop.” 

 Mixed-use land use designations that will encourage a pedestrian environment. 

 Encourage the use of alternative fuels in all City fleet vehicles. 

 Improving traffic flow through and within the City.  

 Energy conservation through innovative architectural design, building construction, 
structural orientation, and landscaping.  

The City also designated certain roadways as truck routes to limit associated pollution and noise. 
Truck routes are designated in the 2001 Monterey Park General Plan and include the following 
streets: 

 Hellman Avenue 

 Garvey Avenue 

 Cesar E. Chavez Avenue 

 Pomona Freeway 

 Corporate Center Drive 

 Monterey Pass Road 

 Atlantic Boulevard 

 Garfield Avenue 

 Potrero Grande Drive 

Parks and Recreation/Public Facilities 

The Monterey Park Recreation and Community Services Department offers a variety of year- round 
recreational programs at parks, community centers, and schools. Community members are notified 
of recreational programs through an online schedule and a Recreation and Parks monthly 
newsletter.  

The Recreation and Community Services Department offers an array of Senior Services. Most 
activities are based out of the Langley Center. Langley Center provides a variety of opportunities for 
seniors to participate in learning classes for personal growth and development. Special recreation 
events and informational programs are scheduled throughout the year. Activities at the Langley 
Center include daily lunch program, fitness programs, free health screenings and case management 
services. Additional programs are as follows:  

 Senior Lunch Program: The City of Monterey Park continues to work with Los Angeles 
County and the YWCA Intervale San Gabriel Valley to provide meals to Monterey Park 
residents. Seniors 60 years and older must be registered with Los Angeles County Area 
Agency on Aging to qualify for the lunch program. 

 Meals-on-Wheels: The Meals-on-Wheels program offers home delivery meals to 
homebound seniors 60 years and up. Frozen meals are delivered at your door once a week 
to enjoy at home.  
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Library 

The Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library offers a variety of programs and resources, with the 
mission to meet the cultural, educational, and informational needs of the residents of the City of 
Monterey Park by providing free and open access to its resources and services. 

 Career Center: The library provides access to job postings, resume writing resources, and 
interview tips.  

 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten: The library runs a year-round reading program for 
children who have not yet entered kindergarten. 

 Storytime: The library hosts story time in English and Spanish at Barnes Park, where families 
will hear books, sing songs, and learn vocabulary. 

 Literacy for All Monterey Park (LAMP): Since 1984, Literacy for All of Monterey Park (LAMP) 
has provided learning-centered literacy services to the San Gabriel Valley at no cost. 

 Citizenship Preparation: Citizenship Classes & Coaching help students get ready for the 
Citizenship Interview.  

 Home Delivery Service: The Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library’s Home Delivery Service 
provides monthly home delivery to patrons who are physically unable to visit the library. 

Hazardous Materials Emergency Response 

Hazardous waste generators and users in the City must comply with regulations enforced by several 
federal, state, and county agencies. These regulations reduce risk associated with human exposure 
to hazardous materials and minimize adverse environmental effects. The City's Fire Department 
coordinates with the Health Hazardous Materials Division of the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department to ensure appropriate reporting and compliance. 

Despite all efforts to guard against health risks associated with hazardous materials, such materials 
can be released accidentally into the environment as a result of a natural disaster or improper 
storage and handling. The City's Standardized Emergency Management System, or SEMS, prepares 
City employees and officials to react to any hazardous materials accident, with the Fire Department 
leading the response team. The SEMS includes requirements for the Fire Department to maintain 
records of all hazardous materials stored and used at businesses in the community, thus ensuring 
appropriate response to any individual incident. 

To address household hazardous wastes, the City cooperates with Los Angeles County to sponsor 
programs that heighten community awareness of household hazardous wastes and the importance 
of proper storage and disposal.  
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Environmental Justice Determinants 

 
The negative impact of environmental hazards and pollution on communities in California can be 
measured across six key focus areas. These focus areas encompass the range of environmental 
factors that may influence a person’s health status and are commonly referred to as the 
environmental determinants of health. Government Code § 65302 requires goals, policies, and 
objectives in the General Plan to address these environmental determinants: 

1. Pollution Exposure and Air Quality,  
2. Public Facilities,  
3. Food Access, 
4. Safe and Sanitary Homes,  
5. Physical Activity and Public Health, and 
6. Civic and Community Engagement. 

Pollutant Exposure and Air Quality 
Exposure to polluting substance in the air, water, and soil can have a significant impact on health 
outcomes. Certain diseases are directly linked with pollutant exposure including heart disease, 
cancer, birth defects, asthma, reproductive disorders, and neurological disorders (U.S. EPA, 2021). 
Pollutant exposure is an environmental determinant of health that may disproportionately impact 
disadvantaged communities. 

Air Quality is a primary source of pollution within the South Coast Air Basin and is especially 
significant for communities throughout Los Angeles County. The California Air Resource Board 
(CARB) is the agency responsible for establishing state air quality standards and assessing regional 
attainment of these standards. In 2021, Los Angeles County had a state designation of 
nonattainment for Ozone and Particulate Matter (PM10, and PM2.5), showing that the County did not 
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meet state standards for those air pollutant types. Exposure to Particulate Matter and Ozone are 
associated with aggravated asthma, decreased lung function, and other respiratory conditions. 
Table 2 (below) depicts the attainment status for the County of Los Angeles across all measured 
criteria pollutants. 

Table 2 CARB State Attainment Status (Los Angeles County) 
Criteria Pollutants State Attainment 

Ozone  Nonattainment 

PM10 Nonattainment 

PM2.5 Nonattainment 

Carbon Monoxide Attainment 

Nitrogen Dioxide Attainment 

Sulfur Dioxide Attainment 

Sulfates Attainment 

Lead Attainment 

Hydrogen Sulfide Unclassified 

Visibility Reducing Particles Unclassified 

 Source: California Air Resource Board (CARB). Attainment Status by County. 2021 
 Unclassified refers to insufficient data available for the state board to determine the attainment or nonattainment status for an air basin 

As with many cities in Los Angeles County, the City of Monterey Park has a relatively high amount of 
PM 2.5 in relation to other California census tracts. PM 2.5 is a mix of airborne particles that can 
include organic chemicals, dust, soot, and metals. These particles can come from cars and trucks, 
factories, wood burning, and other activities. City-specific information on pollutant exposure for 
Monterey Park can be found in the following section (CalEnviroScreen Exposure Indicators). 

CalEnviroScreen Exposure Indicators 
The CalEnviroScreen tool provides a detailed assessment of a range of pollution exposure indicators 
across each census tract in California. The indicators listed below compose the exposure categories 
(OEHHA 2017) for the tool. Census tracts are scored based on the presence and/or burden of each 
pollution exposure indicator within that area. Scores are expressed using a percentile ranking that 
expresses each census tracts score in relation to other census tracts within California. A high 
percentile indicates that a census tract had a higher pollution burden score relative to other 
communities. The scores for each indicator are presented in Table 3 and discussed below.  
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Table 3 CalEnviroScreen Scores or Exposure Indicators 

Census Tracts 

Percentiles 

Ozone PM 2.5 Diesel PM 
Pesticide 

Use Traffic 
Drinking Water 
Contaminants 

Toxic 
Release 

6037530400  56 89 96 0 85 96 88 

6037481711 63 78 43 0 32 76 78 

6037481712 64 77 39 0 80 78 77 

6037481713 63 76 59 0 27 77 77 

6037481714 62 78 57 0 49 76 78 

6037482001 58 79 86 0 78 88 80 

6037482002 58 86 52 0 21 90 83 

6037482101 61 81 23 0 42 76 79 

6037482102 60 83 17 0 60 76 79 

6037482201 62 80 25 0 27 76 79 

6037482202 63 78 31 0 12 76 79 

6037482600 60 79 47 53 21 91 81 

6037482701 57 88 84 0 92 92 87 

6037482702 58 84 28 0 33 76 85 

6037482800 58 83 57 55 98 76 86 

Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2021 
Darker shading denotes higher CalEnviroScreen Scores 
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Ozone 
Ground-level ozone is created by chemical reactions between oxides of nitrogen and volatile organic 
compounds produced by cars, energy plants and industrial operations. Ozone (O3) pollution is 
known to trigger wheezing and shortness of breath and can worsen asthma symptoms (AAFA, 
2021). Groups most sensitive to O3 include children, the elderly, people with respiratory disorders, 
and people who exercise strenuously outdoors. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate moderate levels of 
ozone pollution in Monterey Park, with all census tracts scoring between the 50th and 60th percentile 
(Figure 5).  

Figure 5 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Ozone  
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Particulate Matter 2.5 
PM 2.5 is a particulate matter no more than 2.5 microns in diameter. The particulate is generally 
associated with combustion processes as well as formation in the atmosphere as a secondary 
pollutant through chemical reactions. Elevated levels of PM 2.5 can cause respiratory stress and 
decreased lung function and increase the risk of long-term disease. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate 
a notable PM 2.5 presence in Monterey Park, with all census tracts scoring in the 70th and 80th 
percentile (Figure 6). The DAC census tract (6037530400) had the highest percentile for PM 2.5 with 
a score of 89. 

Figure 6 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – PM 2.5  
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Diesel Particulate Matter 
Diesel particulate matter (DPM) is emitted by diesel engines and is considered a Toxic Air 
Contaminant (CARB 2021). DPM impacts are characterized by carcinogenic risk and by chronic (i.e., 
long duration) and acute (i.e., severe but of short duration) effects on human health. 
CalEnviroScreen scores indicate that Monterey Park has an identifiable disparity in the presence of 
Diesel PM across census tracts. Some census tracts within the City scored between the 10th and 
30th percentiles, while others scored notably high in the 80th and 90th percentile (Figure 7). The DAC 
census tract (6037530400) had the highest Diesel PM concentration, scoring in the 96th percentile of 
all California census tracts.  

Figure 7 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Diesel Particulate Matter 
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Pesticides 
Pesticides applied in agricultural areas can drift into neighboring communities and cause illness and, 
in some cases, longer-term health conditions such as birth defects or cancer. CalEnviroScreen scores 
indicate zero presence of pesticides for most of the census tracts in Monterey Park (Figure 8). Two 
census tracts within the City (603742600 and 6037482800) had a moderate pesticide presence, 
scoring within the 50th percentile, possibly associated with nearby nurseries in or adjacent to the 
City.  

Figure 8 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Pesticides 
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Traffic 
Although California established strict standards for vehicle emissions, major roads and highways can 
cause air pollution and noise disturbance in residential neighborhoods. Automobile exhaust 
contains toxic chemicals that can cause cancer, make it difficult to breath, and cause low weight and 
premature births. Children who live or go to schools near busy roads have higher rates of asthma 
and other lung diseases than children in areas farther from roads. CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a 
large variation across Monterey Park related to traffic impacts, with some census tracts scoring 
within the 10th and 20th percentiles and others scoring within the 90th percentile (Figure 9). The 
following census tracts scored higher than the 75th percentile for traffic impacts: 6037481712, 
6037530400 (DAC), 6037482001, 6037482701, and 6037482900. 

Figure 9 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Traffic 
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Drinking Water Contaminants 
Chemical and bacterial contaminants are routinely detected in drinking water and may result from 
agricultural operations, natural sources, or other sources. CalEnviroScreen scores for drinking water 
contaminants indicate that they are a major concern for the City’s water supply, with all census 
tracts scoring between the 76th and 96th percentiles (Figure 10). The DAC census tract (6037530400) 
within the City had the highest percentile for drinking water contaminants scoring in the 96th 
percentile. Note that according to the CalEnviroScreen the vast majority of southern California 
receives a score above the 70th percentile. As stated above, the City relies on water supplied to 
customers from the Main San Gabriel Groundwater Basin located outside the City which meet, if not 
exceed, all State and Federal standards for water quality (City of Monterey Park 2020). 

Figure 10 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Drinking Water Contaminants 
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Toxic Releases 
Facilities that make or use toxic chemicals can release these chemicals into the air. If released, 
people living near facilities may breathe contaminated air regularly or periodically. CalEnviroScreen 
scores show that toxic releases are a concern in Monterey Park, with all census tracts scoring 
between the 77th and 88th percentiles (Figure 11). The DAC census tract (6037530400) within the 
City had the highest toxic release percentile, scoring within the 88th percentile. There are six toxic 
release facilities are in census tracts adjacent to or near the City of Monterey Park. 

Figure 11 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Toxic Releases 
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CalEnviroScreen Environmental Effects Indicators 
The CalEnviroScreen Environmental Effect Indicator tool identifies the presence of toxic compounds 
and hazardous sites within a community. The indicators used within the tool are considered 
potential sources of environmental pollution. The following is a list of the assessed environmental 
effect indicators. The prevalence of each indicator within Monterey Park’s census tracts are 
presented in Table 4 and discussed below. 

Table 4 CalEnviroScreen Scores Environmental Effect Indicators 

Census Tracts 

Percentiles 

Solid Waste Cleanup Sites 
Groundwater 

Threats 
Impacted 

Water Bodies 
Hazardous 

Waste 

6037530400  34 53 13 0 26 

6037481711 8 7 17 0 0 

6037481712 0 19 24 13 41 

6037481713 0 0 6 0 0 

6037481714 8 0 10 0 0 

6037482001 91 11 64 0 82 

6037482002 59 36 56 0 0 

6037482101 52 0 33 0 0 

6037482102 54 0 10 0 0 

6037482201 52 0 17 0 0 

6037482202 54 0 17 0 0 

6037482600 69 64 2 0 18 

6037482701 10 19 0 0 0 

6037482702 0 19 0 0 0 

6037482800 0 64 0 0 9 

Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2021 
Darker shading denotes higher CalEnviroScreen Scores 
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Solid Waste Sites 
Solid waste facilities are places where household garbage and other types of waste are collected, 
processed, or stored. Landfills, transfer stations, and composting facilities are considered solid 
waste sites. These facilities can release air pollutants and impact water quality if compounds 
present in refuse leach into soils. CalEnviroScreen scores show that there is a large range in the 
impacts that solid waste sites have in Monterey Park, depending on census tract. Census tract 
percentile scores for Monterey Park range from zero to the 91st percentile (Figure 12). There are 
three solid waste facilities in and around Monterey Park, located in census tracts 6037482002, 
6037482201, and 6037482521. Additionally, there are approximately ten solid waste facilities 
located in census tracts adjacent to the City, a majority of which are located west of the City 
boundary. This pattern is reflected in the CalEnviroScreen solid waste scores, as the only census 
tract with a significant percentile for solid waste facilities (6037482001) is located on the City’s 
western border. 

Figure 12 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Solid Waste Sites 
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Cleanup Sites 
Cleanup sites are areas that are contaminated with harmful chemicals and require remediation to 
remove the contaminants. People living near these sites are more likely to be exposed to chemicals 
from the sites than people living farther away. There is one Superfund site located along the City’s 
southern border. This site is a 190-acre Operating Industries, Inc., Landfill site that operated from 
1948 to 1984. Landfill activities at the site contaminated air, groundwater, soil, and leachate with 
various organic and inorganic compounds. This site continues to be monitored by the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and was identified as “ready for reuse and redevelopment” 
in 2014. Additional cleanup sites including more Superfund sites are in census tracts adjacent to the 
City. These sites are reflected by the CalEnviroScreen scores for cleanup sites, with tracts closer to 
these sites scoring higher than the remainder of the City. Still, all census tracts scored low to 
moderate in impact (64th percentile or lower), indicating that these cleanup sites are not significant 
sources of environmental pollution in Monterey Park (Figure 13). 

Figure 13 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Cleanup Sites 
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Groundwater Threats 
Hazardous chemicals are often stored in containers on land or in underground storage tanks. Leaks 
from these containers and tanks can contaminate soil and pollute groundwater. Common pollutants 
of soil and groundwater include gasoline and diesel fuel from gas stations, as well as solvents, heavy 
metals, and pesticides. There are three underground storage tanks present in the City of Monterey 
Park, located in census tract 6037482201 on Garvey Street, and two in census tract 6037482002 on 
Monterey Pass Road. The CalEnviroScreen groundwater threat scores indicate that groundwater 
threats are not a significant issue for Monterey Park, with census tracts scoring low to moderate for 
this threat (Figure 14). The two census tracts with moderate groundwater threats (50th and 60th 
percentile) are tracts 6037482002 and 6037482001. These census tracts either contain or are 
located adjacent to multiple underground storage tanks. 

Figure 14 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Groundwater Threats 
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Impacted Water Bodies 
Streams, rivers, and lakes are used for recreational purposes and may provide water for drinking or 
agriculture. When water is contaminated by pollutants, the water bodies are considered impaired. 
CalEnviroScreen scores in Monterey Park are very low for impacted water bodies, with all but one 
census tracts scoring zero (Figure 15). Census Tract 6037381712 scored a percentile of 13, meaning 
that the number of impairments within this tract is only higher than 13 percent of the census tracts 
in California. The tract is located nearby Legg Lake located in census tract 6037433802 and Rio 
Hondo which crosses through multiple nearby census tracts. Both water bodies have been identified 
as impaired water bodies.  

Figure 15 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Impacted Water Bodies 
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Hazardous Waste 
Wastes created by commercial or industrial activity can contain chemicals that may be dangerous or 
harmful to health. Only certain regulated facilities are allowed to treat, store, or dispose of this type 
of waste and are distinct from cleanup sites. Hazardous waste includes a range of different types of 
waste, including household compounds, such as automotive products, and waste materials 
produced by factories and businesses. As described above, hazardous waste is generated by 
operations in the City. There are twelve hazardous waste generators and zero permitted hazardous 
waste storage facilities. These generators are in census tracts 607482002, 6037530400, 
6037482701, 6037482800, and 6037481713 (Figure 16).  

Figure 16 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Hazardous Waste 

 

Public Facilities 
Access to public facilities and related resources is an environmental determinant of health. For 
purposes of this Element, Government Code § 65302 defines public facilities as including “public 
improvements, public services, and community amenities.” Ensuring equitable access to public 
facilities is critical to promoting environmental justice and maintaining healthy communities. The 
following discussion identifies the range of public facilities available in Monterey Park and assesses 
community accessibility to these facilities. 
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Parks, Schools, and Cultural Centers 
Adequate access to parks, schools, and cultural centers can significantly impact health and quality of 
life benefits for members of a community. The availability of greenspace (parks, fields, open space) 
in proximity to housing creates the opportunity for physical activity and social interaction. Both 
physical activity and social interaction are linked to improved health outcomes. Similarly, public 
schools and cultural centers provide opportunities for recreation and community engagement that 
are necessary to supplement the mental and physical health of residents. 

The California Statewide Park Program (Public Resources Code § 5642) defines “critically 
underserved” communities as those communities having a ratio of less than three acres of parkland 
per 1,000 residents or is a disadvantaged community with insufficient or no park space and 
recreation facilities. According to the California Department of Parks and Recreation’s Park Access 
Tool, 76 percent of residents in Monterey Park live in areas with less than 3 acres of parks or open 
space per 1,000 residents (Figure 17). This suggests that 76 percent of residents in Monterey Park 
live in underserved areas for park access. 

Figure 17 California Department of Parks and Recreation’s Park Access 

 

The designated DAC census tract (6037530400) in Monterey Park is within an area that is not 
considered underserved for park access, with greater than 3 park acres per 1,000 residents. This 
exceptional park accessibility is unique in relation to the broader City. The DAC is largely supported 
by Los Angeles County parks, which bolster the park accessibility for residents within the census 
tract. The adjacent Los Angeles County parks include Belvedere Community Regional Park and 
Belvedere Park Lake.  
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The following is a list of City parks, cultural centers, and open space available to the residents of 
Monterey Park: 

 Sequoia Park 

 Cascade Park 

 Highlands Park 

 Pinetree Park 

 Sunnyslope Park 

 Barnes Park 

 Langley Park 

 Bella Vista Park 

 George E. Elder Park 

 Edison Trails Park 

 MWD Conservation Park 

 Sierra Vista Park 

 Monterey Park Golf Course 

 Langley Senior Citizen Center 

 Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library 

City residents may also choose to use public school facilities to engage in physical activity and 
recreation through joint-use agreements between the City and school districts. Beyond the 
opportunity for joint use access, schools are critical to community health as they provide 
opportunities for the attending children to engage with their communities and participate in 
recreational activities during operating hours. The following is a list of public schools located within 
Monterey Park: 

 Bella Vista Elementary School 

 Robert Hill Lane Elementary School 

 Brightwood Elementary School 

 Monterey Highlands Elementary School 

 Monterey Vista Elementary School 

 Hillcrest Elementary School 
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Bike Lanes 
Bike lanes enable residents of a community to both engage in recreation and access necessary 
resources without the need for a vehicle. Bike lanes augment the transportation system and allow 
for increased food access, increased opportunity for exercise (access to parks and open space), and 
improved connectivity to regional transit. According to the Healthy Places Index Tool, approximately 
10 percent of Monterey Park households do not have access to a vehicle; this is a vehicle-ownership 
rate that is lower than 75 percent of all other California cities (Figure 18). 

Figure 18 Healthy Places Index – Automobile Access 

 
The City of Monterey Park has a total area of 7.7 square miles. According to the San Gabriel Valley 
Regional Bicycle Master Plan, there is only one existing bikeway within the jurisdiction. This bikeway 
is a Class II Bike Lane that spans a total of 0.7 miles on Alhambra Avenue (between Hellman Avenue 
and Newmark Avenue).  

The San Gabriel Valley Bicycle Master Plan, adopted by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (“Metro”), includes proposed upgrades to the bicycle network to 
encourage the development of a unified bicycle system throughout the San Gabriel Valley (Cities of 
Monterey Park, Baldwin Park, El Monte, and South El Monte, 2014). Implementation of these 
proposed upgrades would help to increase resource accessibility, especially for those communities 
without access to a personal vehicle. 
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Public Transit 
The availability of public transit within a geographic area can serve to improve resource accessibility 
for disadvantaged communities by ensuring that those residents without automobile access can 
maintain mobility. 

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (“Metro”) is the primary provider of 
public transportation for residents of Monterey Park. Metro operates the following bus lines in the 
City of Monterey Park: 

 68 – Along Avenida Cesar Chavez and Riggin Street between Downtown Los Angeles and the 
Shops at Montebello  

 70 – Along Garvey Avenue, between Downtown Los Angeles and El Monte Bus Station  

 258 – Along Monterey Pass Road between the cities of Alhambra and Paramount  

 260 – Along Atlantic Boulevard between the City of Pasadena and the Artesia Blue Line 
Station  

 762 – Rapid service along Atlantic Boulevard between the City of Pasadena and the Artesia 
Blue Line Station  

 770 – Rapid service along Avenida Cesar Chavez, Atlantic Boulevard, and Garvey Avenue 
between Downtown Los Angeles and El Monte Bus Station  

The City of Montebello Bus Lines is another transportation provider within the City and operates the 
following lines: 

 Line 10 along Atlantic Boulevard between East Los Angeles College and the City of Whittier 

 Line 30 along Garfield Avenue between the cities of Alhambra and South Gate.  

The City of Monterey Park operates the Spirit Bus, a local circulator which supplements the major 
regional bus lines and increases intra-City connectivity (San Gabriel Valley, 2014). The Sprit Bus 
provides local trips to all of the City’s key destinations, including City Hall, Mark Keppel High School, 
George E Elder Memorial Park and Community Center, Monterey Park Christian School, the Meher 
Montessori School, Sierra Vista Park Community Center, Golden Age Village retirement center, 
California State University, Los Angeles, and East Los Angeles College.  

In addition, Metro maintains a local transit center at East Los Angeles College which is in the 
designated DAC census tract (6037530400). This transit center increases educational accessibility by 
providing connectivity from bus lines to the local community college. 

Commuter rail service is provided by Metrolink at California State University, Los Angeles (CSULA) 
which is located west of Monterey Park, outside City limits. The Metrolink train system is a regional 
system that runs as far northeast to the City of Palmdale and extends south to the City of 
Oceanside, and east to the cities of San Bernardino and Riverside.  

In addition to the transportation services listed above, the City of Monterey Park provides special 
shuttle services for senior community members.  

 Dial-A-Ride (DAR): a free shared transportation service for Monterey Park Senior Residents 
ages 55 years or older and/or have a signed form from a physician attesting to a disability. 
The service transports senior residents that within City limits, except for medical 
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appointments to adjacent communities within five miles to Alhambra, Montebello, San 
Gabriel, and other unincorporated LA County areas. 

 Paratransit service: door-to-door services available to senior citizens and disabled persons. 
Through the Langley Senior Citizen Center, the City operates a local paratransit service 
(within the City jurisdiction) for residents who are 55 years or older and/or disabled. 

 Taxi Coupons: Senior citizens of Monterey Park can be eligible for free taxi coupons that can 
be used as payment for taxi transportation. Each senior citizen is allowed two coupons per 
month. One coupon will cover the cost of a ride that is $11. The Langley Senior Citizen 
Center distributes the coupons on the first Monday of each month. Availability is on a first-
come, first-served basis. Persons must qualify based on income. 

The existing public transportation system in Monterey Park allows for adequate local and regional 
accessibility for those residents that cannot rely on automobile transportation. The relevant bus 
lines extend to the designated DAC census tract (6037530400) thereby promoting an equitable 
transportation system.  
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TCAC Opportunity Areas 
The California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and the California Tax 
Credit Allocation Committee (TCAC) convened the California Fair Housing Task force to “provide 
research, evidence-based policy recommendations, and other strategic recommendations to HCD 
and other related state agencies/departments to further the fair housing goals (as defined by HCD).” 
The Task force created Opportunity Maps to identify resources levels across the state to accompany 
new policies aimed at increasing access to high opportunity areas. The Opportunity Maps measure 
specific opportunity-based outcomes related to economics (low poverty, high employment, high 
median household income), the environment (low exposure to pollution), and education 
(reading/math proficiency, high school graduation rates, low student poverty rates). The 
Opportunity Maps rank census tracts from High Resources to Low Resource based on these 
outcomes. The TCAC Opportunity Areas Map data indicates that there are no Low Resources areas 
within the City of Monterey Park (Figure 19). Most of the City is classified as Moderate Resource, 
with some census tracts indicated as High Resource areas.  

Figure 19 California Tax Credit Allocation Committee (TCAC) Opportunity Areas 
Map 

 

Food Access 
Access to healthy food is a key determinant of positive health outcomes and adequate quality of 
life. Historically, low-income communities and communities of color have been disproportionately 
impacted by lack of food access. This inability to access nutritious food is often a result of lack of 
transportation resources, lack of a local affordable and nutritious food source, and lack of culturally 
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appropriate food (Ohri-Vachaspati et. al, 2019). Food access can be measured by food-insecurity 
and the presence of food deserts.  

Food Insecurity 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) defines food insecurity as a lack of consistent access to 
enough food for an active, healthy life. The food insecurity rate in California is measured to be at 10 
percent of the total population, with 72 percent of those food insecure people being eligible for the 
federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Feeding America, 2021). The City of Monterey 
Park is located within California’s Congressional District 27. According to Feeding America, the food 
insecurity rate in California District 27 is 9 percent, with approximately 63,160 people defined as 
food insecure. Of those who are classified as food insecure, 61 percent are considered eligible for 
the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. These statistics reported for Congressional 
District 27 are notably lower than the state measures. Improvements in local food security can be 
made through improving public transportation networks and increasing the availability of nutritious 
food providers within low-income communities. 

Food Deserts 
“Food desert” references a census tract with a substantial share of residents who live in low-income 
areas that have low levels of access to a grocery store or a healthy, affordable food retail outlet (see, 
e.g., HR 4344 (July 1, 2021): proposed amendment to 42 USC § 1769). The USDA maintains a Food 
Access Research Atlas that identifies food deserts by census tract within the United States. The 
USDA defines the food desert classification as low-income census tracts with a substantial number 
or share of residents with low levels of access to retail outlets selling healthy and affordable foods 
(USDA, 2011). For the purposes of the Food Access Research Atlas, low-income and low-access 
census tracts are defined below: 

 Low-income (LI): A census tract with a poverty rate of 20 percent or greater, or median 
family income at or below 80 percent of the statewide or metropolitan area median family 
income. 

 Low-access (LA): A census tract with at least 500 people or 33 percent of the tract’s 
population living more than 1 mile (urban areas) or more than 10 miles (rural areas) from 
the nearest supermarket or grocery store. 

Based on the definitions above, there are no identified food deserts within the City of Monterey 
Park. However, there are several communities that are classified as Low-income and Low-access at 
an impaired access distance of more than ½ mile from the nearest supermarket or grocery store 
(Figure 20). The designated DAC census tract (6037530400) is one community with overlapping Low-
income and Low-access classifications (measured at ½ mile).  
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Figure 20 USDA Low-Income and Low-Access at Distance of More than ½ Mile from 
Grocery Store 

 

Safe and Sanitary Homes 
The quality of housing in a community has a direct health impact on the people who reside within 
those homes (Krieger & Higgins, 2002). Poor housing conditions such as poor ventilation and 
substandard building materials and quality expose residents to toxins, mold, pests, and conditions 
that can trigger asthma and increase risks of injuries. Lack of complete kitchen facilities contributes 
to food insecurity making it more difficult for residents to meet their nutritional needs or cook 
safely. Without a kitchen, people are unable to store perishable foods like vegetables or dairy, and 
often purchase prepared food, which can lead to poor health outcomes. Plumbing is essential for 
the basic sanitation necessary to limit disease (Delaney, Dominie, Dowling, & Maizlish, 2021). 
Additionally, low-income residents may be financially incapable of upkeeping their homes in a 
manner necessary to maintain a healthy living environment (Eisenberg, Wakayama, Cooney 2021). 
People of color and low-income households disproportionately experience severe housing 
problems, including physical defects to a unit, overcrowded conditions, and housing cost burden 
(Krieger, Higgins, 2002).  
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Housing Cost Burden 
Cost burden is defined by § 91.5 of the Title 24 Housing and Urban Development Code of Federal 
Regulations as “[t]he extent to which gross housing costs, including utility costs, exceed 30 percent 
of gross income, based on data available from the U.S. Census Bureau.” Households spending a 
minimum of 30 percent of their total gross income on housing costs are considered cost burdened, 
whereas households spending over 50 percent on housing costs are considered severely cost 
burdened. According to the American Community Survey (ACS), 2015-2019 5-year estimates, 50 
percent of all renter households in the United States are cost burdened (U.S. Census Bureau, 2019).  

As estimated by the ACS, 2015-2019 5-year estimates and shown in Figure 21, the highest levels of 
cost burden are in the northeastern segment of the City, where at least 60 percent of renters are 
burdened by housing costs. Furthermore, most census tracts within the City have between 40 and 
60 percent of renters that are burdened by housing cost. 

Figure 21 Overpayment by Renters 

   

Source: AFFH Data Viewer, 2021 

Housing Problems 
According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 2013-2017 
Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS), 60 percent of lower-income renters and 37 
percent of lower-income owners in Monterey Park experience housing problems. Housing problems 
is defined by HUD as: incomplete kitchen facilities, incomplete plumbing facilities, more than one 
person per room, and cost burden greater than 30 percent (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Planning/CHAS Data, 2021).   
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Age of Housing Stock  
Age of housing stock is a primary indicator of housing quality. Older housing stock is more likely to 
contain pollutants such as lead. (Adamkiewicz et. al, 2011) Additionally, as housing ages, the quality 
of the original materials and infrastructure may begin to deteriorate. Unless an older house is 
regularly maintained, it is likely to decrease in quality with time. In addition, older housing is likely 
to have been constructed using outdated construction practices and obsolete materials that have 
since been retired. Older homes were often built using harmful home construction materials, some 
of which are now associated with increased risk of disease. Figure 22 displays the age of housing 
stock for the City of Monterey Park and the Southern California Association of Government (SCAG) 
region. 

Figure 22 Housing Stock Age (2015-2019) 

 

According to 2019 ACS estimates, there are a total of 21,196 housing units within the City of 
Monterey Park. Of the total housing units, only about 7 percent were built in 2000 or afterward. 
Approximately 77 percent of the housing stock within the City was built before 1980; a majority of 
houses having been built between 1950 and 1969. The older age of the housing stock in Monterey 
Park suggests that dwelling units within the City may have prevalent quality issues related to the age 
of the structures. 

Characteristics for substandard housing include the age of the structure and related decay, or 
damage caused by natural occurrences such as fires and heavy rainfall. City staff estimates that 5 
residential properties have been red tagged in the last five years. “Red-tagged” refers to a property 
deemed unsafe to live in by a building and safety inspector (Monterey Park Municipal Code, § 116.2) 
The City actively addresses those through code enforcement, housing rehabilitation loans and 
grants, and acquisition/rehabilitation efforts.  
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Overcrowding 
HUD defines an overcrowded unit as one occupied by 1.01 persons or more per room (excluding 
bathrooms and kitchens) (U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 2007). According to 
the ACS 5- Year Estimates for 2015-2019, 10 percent of units in Monterey Park were considered 
overcrowded. For reference, the statewide overcrowding percentage was 8.2 percent, while the 
same percentage for Los Angeles County was 11 percent. The percentage of overcrowded units 
within Monterey Park exceeded statewide averages but was slightly lower than the County average.  

Figure 23 below depicts overcrowding by census tract within Monterey Park. As evident in the 
figure, there are several census tracts within Monterey Park that exceed the statewide average for 
percent of overcrowded households (8.2 percent). The designated DAC census tract (6037530400) is 
included within those notable tracts, with a percentage of overcrowded households ranging 
between 12.01 percent and 15 percent.  

People with low income are more likely to live in overcrowded homes. Overcrowding increases risk 
of respiratory infections and activation of tuberculosis (Krieger, Higgins, 2002), The presence of 
significant overcrowding within Monterey Park may be a risk factor for poor health outcomes within 
the community.  

Figure 23 Overcrowded Households 

 
Source: AFFH Data Viewer, 2021 

Physical Activity  
Physical fitness is critical to positive health outcomes and is largely shaped by the environment in 
which we live. Lack of physical activity is associated with increased levels of chronic disease, 
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including heart disease, diabetes, and obesity (CDC, 2021). The environmental context within a 
community can serve to promote or discourage levels of physical activity for residents. Communities 
with adequate access to open space, nutritious food, and multimodal transportation are more 
hospitable to physical activity and are therefore more likely to have better health outcomes. Lower-
income communities tend to have decreased access to those key contributors to physical activity, 
and thus may be disproportionately impacted by the externalities of physical inactivity. 

Access to resources including food access, transportation, and open space is addressed in prior 
sections. This section is targeted towards assessing the physical fitness and health demographics 
associated with the City of Monterey Park. 

Physical Fitness  
According to the Los Angeles County Health Survey, the percentage of adults (18 years and older) 
meeting recommended guidelines for physical activity in Monterey Park was only 24 percent. In Los 
Angeles County, the same measure of adults reported to have met recommended guidelines for 
physical activity was 34 percent (LA County, 2015). The City of Monterey Park had a significantly 
lower percentage of adults meeting the recommended physical activity guidelines in comparison to 
the county. This statistic suggests that the City may consider improving recreational opportunities 
for residents. 

Health Demographics 

Obesity 

Obesity is a chronic disease associated with lack of physical activity and reduced life span. An 
environment hospitable to physical activity and healthy food access can limit the percentage of 
obese adults within a community. The percentage of adults who were reported to be obese in 
Monterey Park was 11 percent (Los Angeles Department of Public Health, 2018). This statistic is 
significantly lower than County levels. The percentage of adults who were reported to be obese in 
Los Angeles County was 24 percent (Los Angeles County, 2015).  

Life Expectancy at Birth 

The quality of the environment can play a significant role in life expectancy. Environmental factors 
including a lack of opportunity for exercise, air, and water pollution, as well as adequate access to 
nutrition can all contribute to a shortened lifespan. The California Healthy Places Index tool 
identifies the percentile score for life expectancy at birth for census tracts across the state. Within 
Monterey Park, life expectancy outcomes are relatively high, with all but one census tract scoring 
within the 60th percentile or higher relative to other California census tracts (Figure 24). This 
indicates that most census tracts within Monterey Park have a higher life expectancy at birth 
relative to the state population. The only census tract within the City with a low percentile was 
census tract 6037481714, located in the northern portion of the City. This census tract has a 
percentile rating of 30, indicating that the tract has a higher life expectancy at birth than only 30 
percent of other California census tracts. 
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Figure 24 Healthy Places Index - Life Expectancy at Birth  

 

Cardiovascular Disease Deaths 

Lack of physical activity is associated with increase death related to cardiovascular disease. 
Cardiovascular disease-related deaths include deaths due to heart disease and stroke. The 
cardiovascular disease deaths (per 100,000 population) in Monterey Park were reported to be 
145.1. The same demographic for Los Angeles County was reported to be significantly higher at 
204.8 (Los Angeles Department of Public Health, 2018). This statistic indicates that health outcomes 
related to cardiovascular disease in Monterey Park are significantly better than County outcomes.  

Within the City, the rate of cardiovascular disease (measured by the number of heart attacks per 
10,000 people) did not vary significantly across census tracts (Figure 25). All census tracts within 
Monterey Park had a percentile score for cardiovascular disease at the 40th percentile or lower 
(CalEnviroScreen 4.0). This indicates that the identified heart attack ratio across census tracts in 
Monterey Park is consistently lower than 60 percent of census tracts in California. 

The Healthy Places Index Tool reports the percent of adults who report having been told by a health 
professional that they angina or coronary heart disease. HPI scores for Monterey Park indicate less 
than healthy conditions, with a 36.5 percentile score. Approximately 6% of adults have coronary 
heart disease in Monterey Park.  
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Figure 25 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Cardiovascular Disease 

 

Civic or Community Engagement 
Government Code § 65302 requires this Element to identify objectives and policies to promote civic 
engagement in the public decision-making process. By involving and engaging disadvantaged 
communities in decision-making processes, policymakers can become more informed to make 
decisions that meet the needs of all residents within their jurisdiction.  

Disadvantaged communities often have culturally or demographically specific needs that must be 
considered within local outreach strategies to ensure community success. These needs include, 
without limitation, language requirements, location requirements, and timing requirements.  

Population by Age  
Understanding the age demographics within a community is essential to the development of an 
engagement strategy that reaches a broad group of residents. Depending on the age layout of a 
population, different approaches to outreach and community interaction should be explored. Aging 
populations may be less hospitable to online engagement tools and/or evening civic meetings. 
While younger populations within a community may be less hospitable to traditional outreach 
methods (phone calls, newspaper outreach, etc.) and/or midday meetings. To develop an 
appropriate engagement strategy, public agencies should assess local age demographics to 
determine what approaches and tools would best meet community needs. 

Table 5 below shows the age demographics for census tracts within Monterey Park. The age layout 
across the City is relatively consistent with state population trends. In those census tracts with 
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slightly higher populations of persons over 65 years of age, traditional engagement strategies can be 
coupled with novel tools to broaden the span of public engagement efforts. 

Table 5 Population Age Demographics (Monterey Park) 
Census Tracts Population over 65 (%) Population 11-64 (%) Population <10 (%) 

Average percentage statewide 22 26 28 

6037530400 17 70 14 

6037481711 19 74 7 

6037481712 16 75 9 

6037481713 15 78 7 

6037481714 24 68 8 

6037482001 32 60 8 

6037482002 20 69 11 

6037482101 18 72 10 

6037482102 20 71 10 

6037482201 18 74 8 

6037482202 13 77 10 

6037482600 23 68 9 

6037482701 16 72 12 

6037482702 22 69 8 

6037482800 19 70 11 

 Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2021 

Linguistic Isolation 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 40 percent of the population in California speak a 
language other than English at home. Households that are linguistically isolated are those 
households where no person over the age of 14 speaks English proficiently (Siegel, Martin, & Bruno, 
2001)]. For these households, standard community engagement strategy may not be sufficient for 
gathering input. Jurisdictions that contain a significant amount of linguistically isolated communities 
must ensure that these isolated communities are included within the engagement process. 
Engagement of linguistically isolated communities can be achieved through identification of 
predominant language demographics within a jurisdiction, translation of written materials to 
relevant languages, and inclusion of translation services at events and meetings.  

The CalEnviroScreen linguistic isolation indicator measures the percentage of households in each 
census tract that are considered linguistically isolated. The language isolation percentages for the 
census tracts in Monterey Park are outlined below in Table 6 and depicted in Figure 26. 
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Table 6 Linguistic Isolation (Monterey Park) 
Census Tracts Linguistic Isolation Percentage 

6037530400  25% 

6037481711 52% 

6037481712 39% 

6037481713 37% 

6037481714 49% 

6037482001 25% 

6037482002 20% 

6037482101 25% 

6037482102 17% 

6037482201 36% 

6037482202 39% 

6037482600 19% 

6037482701 15% 

6037482702 20% 

6037482800 19% 

 Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2021 

Figure 26 CalEnviroScreen Indicator Map – Linguistic Isolation  
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The linguistic isolation percentages depicted above indicate that a significant number of 
communities within Monterey Park are linguistic isolated. Across the City, the top three languages 
spoken besides English are: Chinese, Vietnamese and Spanish. Integrating this local understanding 
of the language context into community engagement programs will ensure that planning processes 
within Monterey Park are equitable and comprehensively informed. 

Key Findings 

 
This Element makes the following key findings: 

 There is one census tract that is a designated DAC (Census Tract 6037530400). 

 There are number of census tracts within the City that have a significant pollution burden 
percentile. These census tracts include Census Tract 6037482001, Census Tract 6037482600, 
and Census Tract 6037482800. 

 The City of Monterey Park has a relatively high amount of PM 2.5 in relation to other 
California census tracts. 

 Monterey Park has an identifiable disparity in the presence of Diesel PM across census 
tracts. Some census tracts within the City scored between the 10th and 30th percentiles, 
while others scored notably high in the 80th and 90th percentile. The DAC census tract 
(6037530400) had the highest Diesel PM concentration, scoring in the 96th percentile of all 
California census tracts. 

 CalEnviroScreen scores indicate a large variation across Monterey Park related to traffic 
impacts, with some census tracts scoring within the 10th and 20th percentiles and others 
scoring within the 90th percentile. The following census tracts scored higher than the 75th 
percentile for traffic impacts: 6037481712, 6037530400 (DAC), 6037482001, 6037482701, 
and 6037482900. 

 CalEnviroScreen scores for drinking water contaminants indicate that they are a significant 
concern for the City’s potable water supply, with all census tracts scoring between the 76th 
and 96th percentiles. The DAC census tract (6037530400) within the City had the highest 
percentile for drinking water contaminants scoring in the 96th percentile. 
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 CalEnviroScreen scores show that toxic releases are a concern in Monterey Park, with all 
census tracts scoring between the 77th and 88th percentiles. The DAC census tract 
(6037530400) within the City had the highest toxic release percentile, scoring within the 
88th percentile. There are five toxic release facilities in census tracts adjacent to the City of 
Monterey Park. 

 There are three solid waste facilities in and around Monterey Park, located in census tracts 
6037482002, 6037482201, and 6037482521. Additionally, there are approximately ten solid 
waste facilities located in census tracts adjacent to the City, a majority of which are located 
west of the City boundary. The only census tract with a significant percentile for solid waste 
facilities (6037482001) is located on the City’s western border. 

 There are twelve hazardous waste generators and zero permitted hazardous waste storage 
facilities. These generators are in census tracts 607482002, 6037530400, 6037482701, 
6037482800, and 6037481713. 

 Approximately 76 percent of residents in Monterey Park live in underserved areas for park 
access. 

 There is one existing bikeway within the jurisdiction: the bikeway is a Class II Bike Lane that 
spans a total of 0.7 miles on Alhambra Avenue (between Hellman Avenue and Newmark 
Avenue).  

 There are no identified food deserts within the City of Monterey Park. However, there are 
communities that are classified as Low-income and Low-access at an impaired access 
distance of more than ½ mile from the nearest supermarket or grocery store. 

 The highest levels of housing cost burden are in the northeastern segment of the City, 
where at least 60 percent of renters are burdened by housing costs. Most census tracts 
within the City are estimated to have between 40 and 60 percent of renters that are 
burdened by housing cost. 

 Several census tracts within Monterey Park exceed the statewide average for percent of 
overcrowded households (8.2 percent). The designated DAC census tract (6037530400) is 
included within those tracts, with a percentage of overcrowded households ranging 
between 12 percent and 15 percent. 

 The percentage of adults (18 years and older) meeting recommended guidelines for physical 
activity in Monterey Park was only 24 percent, 10 percentage points lower than the Los 
Angeles County average. 

 There is one census tract (6037481714) located in the northern portion of the City that has a 
higher life expectancy at birth than only 30 percent of other California census tracts. 

 Communities within Monterey Park may be linguistic isolated. Across the City, the top three 
languages spoken besides English are: Chinese, Vietnamese and Spanish. 
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